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The Day may arrive when the psychology of composition is unified with the science of objective
evaluation, but so far they are separate. It would be convenient if the passwords of the intentional
school, “sincerity,” “fidelity,” “spontaneity,” “authenticity,” “genuineness,” “originality,” could be
equated with terms of analysis such as “integrity,” “relevance,” “unity,” “function”; with “maturity,”

“subtlety,” and “adequacy,” and other more precise axiological terms —in short, if “expression”
always meant aesthetic communication. But this is not so.

Wimsatt and Beardsley, “The Intentional Fallacy,” 1946

We know now that a text is not a line of words releasing a single ‘theological’ meaning (the
‘message’ of the Author-God) but a multi-dimensional space in which a variety of writings, none of

them original, blend and clash. The text is a tissue of quotations drawn from the innumerable
centers of culture.

Once the Author is removed, the claim to decipher a text becomes quite futile.

Roland Barthes, The Death of the Author, 1967



Stylometry — the statistical analysis of literary style — does not seek to overturn traditional
scholarship by literary experts and historians, rather it seeks to complement their work by providing
an alternative means of investigating works of doubtful provenance. At its heart lies an assumption
that authors have an unconscious aspect to their style, an aspect that cannot be consciously be
manipulated but which posses features that are quantifiable and that may be distinctive. By
measuring and counting these features, stylometrists hope to uncover the “characteristics” of an

author.

Holmes and Kardos, “Who was the author?” 2003

Instead, they [Mosteller and Wallace] focused on so-called function words, words like conjunctions,
prepositions, and articles that carry little meaning by themselves (that about what “of” means) but

that define relationships of syntactic or semantic functions between other (“content”) worlds in the
sentence. These words are therefore largely topic-independent and may serve as useful indications
of an author’s preferred way to express broad concepts such as “ownership.”

Juola, “Authorship Attribution,” 2006



Content-free words are the ‘syntactic glue’ of a language: They are words that carry little meaning
on their own but form the bridge between words that convey meaning. Their joint frequency of

usage is known to provide a useful stylistic fingerprint for authorship, and thus suggests a method
of comparing author styles.

Hughes et al., “Quantitative patterns of stylistic influence in the evolution of literature,”
2011

Unlike typical document classification, however, in authorship attribution one does not desire to
classify documents based on document content. Instead, one wishes to perform classification based
upon author signal, or “style.”

Jockers and Witten, “A comparative study of machine learning methods for authorship attribution,”
2010



[James’s style] pervades his entire vocabulary, from the most frequent words in English to the
rarest and most peculiarly Jamesian adverbs. But that distinctive style is not monolithic. Rather, it
develops so gradually and consistently throughout his career that quantitative evidence from his
use of words places his novels in almost perfectly chronological order.

Hoover, “Corpus Stylistics, Stylometry, and the Styles of Henry James,” 2007

We demonstrate the effectiveness of multiple methods of stylometry in nonadversarial settings and
show that authors attempting to modify their writing style can reduce the accuracy of these
methods from over 95% to the level of random chance. With this we have demonstrated that
current approaches to stylometry cannot be relied upon in an adversarial setting.

Brennan et al., “Adversarial Stylometry,” 2012



L1194

°

20395
00232
200614
001455
000936

| 0

/ 0
0.000199
0.000298
/0.000498
|0.000579
| 0.003693
| 0.000266
| 0.000307
| 0
0.000779
0.002643
0.004668
|o.001186
0
0.001855
0
k’.umsu

0.000321
0.001462
0.001087
0.000651
0.000632
0.000132
0.00232
0.00086
0.000728
0.000936
[

[

0
0.000747
0.000194
0.000257
0.001847
0

0
2.72E-05

°

0.000378
0.000637
0
0.016667
0
0
0.003627
0.000178
0.000118
0.000657
0

0.001471
0.000165

°

0.000656
4.81E-05

5
756

[
1000532

0.000152

0.000205

0.000343

°

0.000532
0.000514
0.000401

°

0.000121
3.62E-05
0

0

0
0.000492
0.000291
0.000936
0

0
0.000199
0.000138
0.000498
0.000354
0
0.001461
0.001843
0.000707
0.001558
0.000378
0.000637
0.00083
0
0.001855
0.00266
0.001088
0.001104.
0.001181
0.001248
0

0
0.001611
0.000987
0.000253
0.000656
0.000706
0.000852
0.001149

°

0.000643
0.00059
0.001269
0.000756
0.000346
0
0.000464.
0.000305

715

0

0
0.000251
0.000522
0.000315
0

0

0
0.000456
0
0.000934
0
0.000614.

0
0.000171

0.000362
0.000181
0.000211
0.000263
0
0.000246
0
0.000936
0.000949
0.000928
0.000996
0.000526
0.000747
0.00045
0
0.000266
0.000246
0.000353
0.000312
0.001133
0.001485
0.000356
0

0

0
0.000363
0.000427
0.000354.
0.000723
0
0.000483

0.000406
0.000509

0
0.000383
0.000237

0
0.000339
0.000106

0
0.000315
0.00064

9
4103

0

0

0
0.000858
0.005291
0

0
7.45E-05
0.000504.

©cocoocococooooo

0.000784.
0.000514.
0

0
0.000242
0.000253
0
0.000858
0
0.000123
0

0

0

0
0.001196
0.000526
0,000138
0,000193
0
0.000199
6.14E-05
0.000136
0.000312

coocoo

0.00266
0.000363
0

0
0.000394
0

0
0.00035

0

0
6.41E-05
0.000142

cocococococococoooo

0.000425
0
0
0
0
0.000416

0.0004
0.00103
0

0

0
0.001501
0

0
0.000313
0.00082
0.000945
0
0.002127

0.000685

0.000409

°

0.001028

0.000952
0.000706
0.000802

°

0.001329
0.000688

o
0.000526

0
0.000369
0.000291

oo

0.002783
0.000996
0.000443
0.000526
0.000547
0

0

0
0.00019
0.000156
0
0,000212

cococoo

0.00032
0.00059
0.00046

0

0.000483

0.00063

o

0.00019

°

0.000449
0.0003

0.000682
0,000321

0
0.000258
0.000306

°

0.000282
0.000169
0
0.000271
0,000319
0

cococoo

0.000153
0.000178
0.000153

0
0

0
000541

0.0004
0.000343
0
0
0
0,000214
0
0
0.000313
0.000298
6.30E-05
0
0,000532

0,000685

0
0.000354
0.000856

°

0.00084
0.000856
8,02€-05
0.000585
0.000604
0.000507
0
0.000921
0
0.000246
0,000437
0,000936
0.000316
0
0.000797
0.000249
0.000526
9.65E-05
0.000923
0.000133
0
0.000816

cocococoooo

0.000463
0

°

0.000483

0.000442

0.000643

0.001269
0.000369
0.000346
0.001181
0.000323
0.000203

°

0.000339
[
0.001056

coooococooo

0.000573

[
0.002299
0.00018
0

0

0

0.0004
0.000343
0.003559
0

0
0.000429
0

0
0.000125
0.000224
0

0

0

o

0.000304

0.001401

0.000409

0.000171

0.000155

0.000532
0,000449

o

0
0.000966
0.000109
0.000632
0

0
0.000369
0,000291
0

0

0

0
0.000249
0.000443
0.000579
0.000923
0.000133
0
0.000816
0.000156
0
0.000424
0.000712
0

[}

[

[
0.00089
0.000236
0.000657
0.002688
0.000966
0.00056
[
0.000379
0.000656
0.00077
0.000994

0
0.000321
0

0
0.000959
0.000591
0.00059
0.000988
0.000644
0.000969
0.000407
0.000319
0

[

[}

[
0.000416
0.000529
0.000153
0.000178
0.000764
0.000651
0.000286
0
0.000847
0.000745

000658

0
[
0.000578
[
0.000541

cooooo

0.000707
[
[
0.002646
0
0.000689
0.000895
0.000567
0
0.000532
0.000931
0.000532

0.000205

0.000685

0.000483
0.000326
0
0.000263
0
0.000123
0.001019
[
0.000633
0.001855
0.000199
0.000858
0.000249
0.000675
0
6.64E-05
0.000123
0.000272
0.000312
0.000378

o

0.000237
0
0
0
0
0.000214
0.000118
0.000263
0
0.003865

0.00021
0.000494
0.001327

°

0.001074
0.000615

°

0.000682

o

0.00059

0.000424
0.000387

0
0.000907
0.000677

0
0.000746

o

0.000945
0
0
0.001248
0
0.000305
0.000357
0.000153
0

0.000308
0.000847
0.001044.

0.000658
0.000895
0

coooo

0.001442

cocococococooooooo

0.000189
0
0.001063

o

0.000532

0.000467

0.000614

°

0.001199

°

0.000812
0.000663
0.001363
0.000585
0.000242
0.000181
0
0.000132
0
0.000246
)

0

[}
0.000928
0.000996
0.001439
0.000249
9.65E-05
0
0.000531
0.000676
0.00019

°

0.000378
0.000212
0.000356

0
0.003711

0
0.002176
3.56E-05
0.000354.
0.000263

0
0.002415

7.376-05
0.000102
0.00059
0.000262
0.000135
0
0.000407
0.000106
0.003168

°

0
0.004739
0.000416

°

0.000915
0.000178
0.000306
0.000651

°

0.000615

7.45€-05
0.001105

0.000373
0.000618
000142

cuge
0.0003
0.002793
0

0
0.001081
0

0

0

0.0004
0.000343
0.003559
0
0.004348
0.000643
0.002646
0
0.000439
0.000149
0.000441
0

0
0.000931
0.000228
0.001733

°

0.000205

0.000428

o

0.002924
0.000362
0.00029
0.000421
0.000132
0
0.000246
0.001746
0

0
0.000928
0
0.000166
0.000858
0.00119
0
0.000199
0.000246
5.44E-05
0.000779
0.000378
0.000212
0.000237
0

0

0
0.000363
0.000142
0.001181
0.001906
0

0.001401
0.000494.
0.000126

0.000305
0.000457
0
0

0.000295

0.000332
0.000285

0
0.000202
0.000135

0
0.000271
0.000744.

o

0.000315
0.001919
0.004739
0.001248
0.001058
0.000763
0.000357
0.000458

0
0.000286
0.000923

0.000522

0.000179
0.000447
0.000618
0.000205

anz
0.001499
0.000698
0.002979

°

0.001149
0.000901
0
0.004065
0
0.000799
0
0
0
0
0.000643
0.005291
0
0.001191
0.000745
0.001261
0.000492
0.000532
0.002793
0.001445

0.001401

0.002055
0.000618
0.001596
0.001348
0.000722
0.001462
0.001208
0.00076
0.000421
0
0.00116
0.000369
0.000291
0
0.001898
0
0.001594.
0.000526
0.001439
0.001319
0

0
0.000123
0.000272
0.000779
0.007173
0,000424
0,000474
0

0

0

0
0.000107

°

0.002694
0

0
0.00063
0,000823
0

0
0.000401
0.0003

0

0

0
0,000295
0
0.000332
0.000346
0.00059

°

3.39E-05
0
0
0,003083
0.001056
0.00063
0

0

0
0.000529
0.00061

°

0.000153
0
0
0

0.000224

0.000538
0.000224

0.000252
0

nze

a &
0.001649

0.000698

o

0.000578
0.001149
0.00018
0

0

o

0
0.000686
0

0

0
0.000429
0

0
0.000501
0.000149
0.000378
0
0.000532

0.000532

0.000467

4

0.000708
0.000343

°

0.000588
0.000578
0.000802

°

0.000121
0.000253

0.000526
0
0.000123
0.000146
0
0
0
0.000199
0.000304.
0.000166
0.000161

°

0.000664
0.000922
0.000217

°

0.000755
0,001061
0,000356
0

0
0.00266
0.000725
0.000285
0.000472
0.00046
0.000896

o

0.00042
0.000494
6.32-05
0.000656
0.000449
0.000442

oo

0,000321

oo

0.000166
0.000224
0.001771
0.000161
0.000169
0.000969
0.000136
0,000106
0
0.000315
0.00064
0

0

0
0.001068
0.000178
0.000153
0,000651
0

7.45E-05

0.000179
0.000335
0.000618
0.000142
0,001608

0
0.002979
0,000578

0.000901
0

0

0
0.002398
0

0
0.00212
0
0,000643
0

0
0.000564
0.000522
0.000693
0

oo
°

0,001217

0.001867

°

0.00225

0.001884
0.00201
0.0007
0,000685
0,001764
0.001462
0.001087
0.000724
0.000421
0
0.00348
0.000737
0,000728

o

0,000316
0
0.000598
0.000332
0.000526
0.000579
0.000923
0.000664
0.000553
0.001278
0.001246
0.00151
0.001485
0.000593
[

[

0
0.001088
0.000961
0.001653
0.001446
0.002688

0.001449
0.001051
0.001152
0.002464
0.001312
0.001812
0.001388
0.001149
0.000682
0.000964

0.000295
0.001269
0.001714
0.001243
0.00059
0.000907
0.001016
0.002907
0.00122
0.000106
[
0.001575
[

0
0.002496
0.001058
0.00061
0.000357
0.000764

o

0.001432
0

0.001118

0.00015

0.0005
0.000698

o

0,000578

0.00036
0

0

0

0.0004
0.000343
0

0

0
0.000643
0.005291
0
0.000501
0.000224
0.000756
0.000492

0.00038

0.000467
0.003676
0.000205

0.000685
0.000464
0.000532
0,000364
8.02€-05
0.000292
0.000483
0.000326
0.000211
0

0
0.000492

o

0.000936
0.000316
0
0.000399
0.00047
0.000304
0.000322
[

0
6.14E-05
0.000761
0.000467

°

0.000212
0.000593
[}

[}

[
0.000363
0.000641
0.00059
0.000329
0.001792
)
0.00021
0.000658
0.000695
0.000656
0.000738
0.000883

°

0.002045
0.000964
0.000885
0.001269
0.000553
0.000387
0.00059
0.000444
0.000373
0
0.000746
0
)
0.000315
0.00064
[

0

0
0.000153
0.000714
0.000764
0.000651
0.002005
0.000308

0.000224

0.000419

0.000993
[

[
0.00036
0

0

0

0
0.002402
0

[

[

[
0.002646
0
6.27E-05
0.000224
0.00063
0

[

[
0.000304

0.007353
0

0
0.000343
0.000155
0.00056
0.000385

cococoo

0.000263
0
0.000614
0.001164
0.000936
[

[

0
5.53E-05
0.000332
0.000225
0.00277
0.000465
0.000246
0.000897
0.002025
0.001133
0.000849
0.000712
0

0
0.007979

°

0.000748
0.001063
0.000526
0

0
0.001331
0.000329
0.00139

°

0.001251
0.001057
0.001149
0.000682
0.001285

o

0.001269
0.001493
0.001019
0.001181
0.000867
0.000677
0
0.00122
0.000744
0
0.003151
0.00064
0
0.002912
0.000529
0.000763
0.000357
0.001834
0.001301
0.000573
0.000615

0.001193
0
0.000897
0.001081
0

v
[
0.000901
[
0
0.002062
0
0.000343
0
0.000707
0.008696
0
[}
[
0.000251
0.000373
6.30E-05
0.000492

0.000931
0.000456

°

0.001867

0.001227

0
0.000464
0.000532
0.000214
0.000481
0.000585
[
0.000398
0.000211
0.000263
0.00116
0.000246
0.000291
)

0

[

[
0.00047
0.00047
0.000675
0
0.000598
0.000307
0.000652
0.000467
0.000378
0.000637
0.00083
0

0

0
0.000363
0.000463
0.000354.
6.57E-05
0
0.001449
7.00E-05

°

0.000126
0.000328
0.000369
0.000584.

0.000321
0.000295
0
0.000369
0.000509
0
0.000504.
0.00044
0
0.000542
0.000425
0
0.000315
0.00128
0

0

0
0.000305
0.000178
0.000764
0
0
0

0.000298

0.00054..
0
0
0.002062
0
0.000686
0
0
0
0.001286
0
0
0
0.000373
0.000567
0
0
0.000931
0.000152
0.003466
0.000467

coo

0.000343

°

0.000588
0.000514.
0.00016
0
0.000362
0.000326
0.000211
0

0
0.000492

o

0

0

0
0.000598
0.000498
5.53€-05
3.226-05
0
6.64E-05
0.000123
0.000544.
0

0
0.000424.
0.000119
0

0

0
0.000725
0.000498
0.000118
0.00046
0

0.00035
0.000494.

0.000656
0.000257
6.31E-05

0

0
0.000321
0

0
0.000203
0.000163

0
0.000161
0.000237

0
6.78E-05
0.000213

ccococoo

0.000305

0.000458
0
0
0

0.002062
0.0004

0

0

0

0
0.000429
0

0
0.000627
0.000373
0.000441
0
0.000532
0.000931
0.000152
0

0.000934.
0
0.002045

0
0.000514.

0.000962
0

0
0.000905
0.000211
0

0
0.000246
0.000437
0.000936
0
0.000928
0.001395
0.000581
0.00047
0.000354
0
0.000398
0.000184
0
0.000156
0

0
0,000119
0

0
0.00266
0.000363
0
0.000354
0.000329
0

0
0,001331
0.000329
0

1.60E-05

°

0.001149

cocococooo

2.02-05
0
0
0
0.000425
0

0
0.00064
0

0

0
0.000458
0
0.000306
0
0

0.000756
0
0
0
0
0
4
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

2.77€-05
0.000498
0.000322
0

0

0
0.000326
0.000623
0

0
0.000474
0

0

0

0
0.00057
0.000118
0.000263
0

[

0
0.000165
0.000316
0
0.000497
0.000584
0
0.001363
0,000321
0

0,000258
0.000245
0.00059
0.000302
0.000102
0
0.000136
0,000213
0
0.00063

cococccocococoooooocoooooc
°

0,000

[
0.004831
0.000627
0.001118
0.000693
0.000492
0,000532

0,001521

0.000526

°

0.000369
0,000873

o

0,001265
0.000928
0
0.000747
0.000581
0.000611
0
0.000531
0.00043
0.000652
0.000779
0
0.000424
0.000712
[

[

0

0
0.000748
0.000354
0.000526
0.000896

0
0.00035
0.000165
0.00019
0.000984
0.000401
0.000536
0.001149
0.000682
0.000643
0.000295
[

0.000848
0.000428
0
0.000423
0.000576
0
0.000407
0.000213
[
0.00063
0.00128

oL
0.00.
0.000&
0
0
0.000304
0
0.001401
0
0.000205

0.001199

°

0,001148
0,000877
0.000321

°

0.000121
0.000977
0.001264
0.000526
0.00116
0.000737
0,000582
0.000936
0
0.001855
0.000199
0.002158
2.77-05

© 0000000000000 0C00000000000000000O0C 0

oc

0.00¢
0.00204

[
0.001884

0.000132
0.00116
0.000983
0.000873
[

[
0.000928
0.000199
0.000802
0.000747
0.00074
0.000923
0.00093
0.001168
0.000381
0.001869
0.00151
0.001273
0.000474
0
0.001855
0
0.001451
0.00057
0.001653
0.001051
0.000896
0.000966
0.000841
0.000987
0.000821
0.00164
0.001139
0.000868

°

X

0.0(
0.00
0.00¢
0.000}
0.0014,
0.0002¢

0.00061¢,

0.00131
0.000633 |

0.000199 |

o

)

0.001771 {
0.002158 ¢
0.002702 ¢

0.00092:
0.00046!
0.00079
0.00021
0.00046
0.00226;

0.00036:

3
5
9
7
7
5

cocoo

3

0.000534,

0.00236:

of

a
oi
/



Even now, when we study the history of a concept, a literary genre, or a branch of philosophy, these
concerns assume a relatively weak and secondary position in relation to the solid and fundamental
role of an author and his works.

These differences indicate that an author’s name is not simply an element of speech (as a subject, a
complement, or an element that could be replaced by a pronoun or other parts of speech. Its
presence is function in that it serves as a means of classification. A name can group together a
number of texts and thus differentiate them from others. A name also establishes different forms of
relationships among texts.

We can conclude that, unlike a proper name, which moves from the interior of a discourse to the
real person outside who produce it, the name of the author remains at the contours of texts —
separating one from the other, defining their form and characterizing their mode of existence.

Foucault, “What is an Author?” 1969
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But the word [pamphlet] captured the euphoria of being on our own; the freedom to publish what we
wanted, when and how we wanted: short, long, and even very long, our pamphlets never come out a
minute earlier than they’re ready, nor a minute later, either; and without going through the grinder of

editing “styles”.

A scientific essay, composed like a Mahler symphony: discordant registers that barely manage to
coexist; a forward movement endlessly diverted; the easiest of melodies, followed by leaps into the
unknown. | have often tried to write like this, and always failed. Then, with the pamphlets, the form

has suddenly emerged.

Franco Moretti, “Literature, Measured”, Pamphlet 12
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The graph of Pride and Prejudice does indeed exhibit these “waves”, but with the added benefit of
turning the abstract concept into a concrete image — not only a wave, but a wave with a specific
length and degree.

Holst Katsma, “Loudness in the Novel,” Pamphlet 7

What is done is never undone; the plot as a system of regions; the hierarchy of centrality that exists
among characters; finally — and it’s the most important thing of all, but also the most difficult — one
can intervene on a model; make experiments.

Franco Moretti, “Network Theory, Plot Analysis,” Pamphlet 2



Literary Lab Pamphlet
Bootstrap Consensus Tree

50-1450 MFW Culled @ 1-25%
Pronouns deleted Manhattan distance Consensus 0.5



Rolling Delta of Literary Lab Pamphlet 8: “Between Canon and Corpus”
Co-Authors: McGurl and Algee-Hewitt
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To the potential pitfalls of sampling, representativeness and quantifying in general, we have added
the problems of ranking and valuation.

Algee-Hewitt and McGurl, “Between Cannon and Corpus,” Pamphlet 8

To the concept of the son, which seemed exhausted, he added the complexities of calamity and
evil.

Jorges Luis Borges, “Three Versions of Judas,” 1944



Properly stated, the original question here is not “Who is the author of X?” but “Do the entries in this scatter-
plot fall into any intelligible pattern?”

Burrows, Questions of Authorship, 2001






